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 Press Release – For Immediate Release

Adequate, Affordable and Accessible Housing for the Disabled:

The Creative Housing Rx

 Creative Housing Inc. has recently completed a 10 unit apartment building in Gahanna that is fully accessible to promote independence for people with developmental disabilities and as such, they are hosting an Open House for the community.
Across the country there is a growing demand for safe, affordable & accessible housing for individuals with disabilities. There are more people than ever that want to live independently and those with a track record for housing safety and experience - such as Creative Housing - emerge as leaders.

[Columbus, Ohio ~ Oct. 21, 2008] Creative Housing, one of the leading voices in Central Ohio striving to provide adequate, affordable and accessible housing to individuals with developmental disabilities, has completed construction on the Apartments at Stoneridge; a beautiful 10 unit apartment building designed for maximum resident independence, while offering close proximity to bus routes, job opportunities, medical facilities and leisure activities, such as the movie theatre.
The Apartments at Stoneridge are the fifth of six projects underway to build accessible apartments for people with disabilities over a six year period. The project is made possible through an important community partnership with HUD and the Franklin County Board of Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities. 

“We are thrilled to unveil this new development to the public in partnership with the Franklin County Board of MR/DD,” Creative Housing President & CEO Patrick Rafter said. “Not only is it beautiful and fully accessible, but it is also in the heart of Gahanna and will truly showcase the quality housing options available for people with disabilities in our great County.”
The 10 unit apartment building contains single bedroom apartments that are fully accessible to promote independence for people with developmental disabilities. Primary construction funding was provided by a grant from the U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development (HUD) with supplemental funding from the Franklin County Board of Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities. The Ohio Finance Fund provided a grant for predevelopment activities.

In addition, the Franklin County Board of MR/DD arranges for the necessary support staff to assist the future tenants in the day to day life activities.
The Open House Celebration

Creative Housing is hosting a community Open House to showcase The Apartments at Stoneridge. The event will host a variety of community leaders and future residents of Stoneridge. It will serve as a great opportunity to learn more about some of the local housing initiatives for people with disabilities and will offer a chance to meet some of the people that will live there and their families. 

We will hear directly from Patrick Rafter, the President/CEO of Creative Housing & Creative Renovations, Becky Stinchcomb, the Mayor of Gahanna as well as, Jed Morison, the Superintendent of the Franklin County Board of Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities. 
Refreshments and entertainment will be available.
Event Details for The Media:

· October 30, 2008

· 11:30 am – 1:30 pm

· 1243 N Hamilton Rd, Gahanna, Ohio 43230
· Email your RSVP to cstouffer@creativehousing.org or call 614.418.7725 ex 20.

· Please note if you will need accessible parking.

About Creative Housing:
Creative Housing is a non-profit organization dedicated to providing safe, accessible and affordable housing to individuals with disabilities in the Columbus metropolitan area. Since 1992, Creative Housing has earned national recognition in involving people with disabilities in the development of a wide range of housing options from single family homes and duplexes to small apartment buildings. 
More recently, Creative Housing has developed Creative Renovations, a new division of Creative Housing developed to assist with modifications and renovations on homes for the elderly and recently disabled. For more information about any of the services offered by Creative Housing, please visit www.creativehousing.org.
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Media Contact:

Mr. Patrick Rafter
President/CEO, Creative Housing Inc.

2233 CityGate Drive
Columbus, Ohio 43219 
(614) 418.7725
prafter@creativehousing.org
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